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has been deposed for no other reason than that his father was
not the son of somebody else.
Calcutta's Government House was built for a premier city.
You can tell that by the spaciousness of its design and the
great height of its Grecian columns. It stands almost in the
centre of the city within beautiful grounds rich in old trees.
The front entrance is reached by a flight of splendid steps.
During my five years* stay in Calcutta I attended more than
one garden party at Government House and was privileged
to see enter its portly gates in state Edward, Prince of Wales
(now Duke of Windsor).
If Delhi is sad and ruminative, Calcutta is glad, busy and
prosperous. She is the nerve centre of the jute trade of Bengal.
Her Clive Street is a veritable university of jute knowledge,
and at almost every hour of the day you can discern the
peregrinations of astute business men rich in the lore of com/
pany acts and the mystic doings of the share broker. I believe
you can still see an office jaun (horse/drawn conveyance).
When I resided in Calcutta Chve Street was thick with them;
their clamant bells and imposing drivers were everywhere,
now the prosaic efficiency of the motor/car has almost extin/
guished this picturesque vehicle. Usually of a dull greenish
colour and drawn by a single horse it was a most comfortable
thing to travel in. Clive Street must sigh at its passing.
Calcutta's glory is her maidan. Without her maidan Calcutta
would be like London without her Hyde Park. The word
"maidan" has come to mean a public park or open ground;
and this is exactly what the maidan is to Calcutta. One must
not expect, however, a maidan in the East to be the same as a
public park in the West. Conditions differ; and so does the
character of the people. The average Indian has a great con/
tempt for feminine tnmness in landscape; his own country is
a great, trailing untidiness. He likes a maidan to be an echo
of the country (or mofussil). If you make torn walks with
sinuous curves, he will leave them and walk on the grass.
He is accustomed to narrow footpaths through the jungle;